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INTRODUCTION


Every culture has its own unique sayings. In the states one of our sayings is “a stitch in time saves nine.” In Korea, we have a saying: “Don’t put a wrinkle in front of a bundagie” (a silk worm). You can add your own favorite saying. Such sayings are based upon truth discovered through personal experience. In Paul’s letters to Timothy, he offers a series of four favorite sayings. He also adds another in a letter to Titus. We are going to take a look at one of those sayings today.
I. PAUL GIVES US A FAITHFUL OR TRUSTWORTHY SAYING.
1. “Christ Jesus came into the world.”

(1) It is not a hypothetical statement from some philosopher. (Philosophers seek to use reason and logic to arrive at some truth.)
(2) It is not a mythical statement from some story-teller. (Story-tellers are not concerned about truth—only in an entertaining story.)

(3) It is not a mystical statement of some religious fanatic. (Mystics seek to describe truth arrived at through a vision or dream.)

Indeed, Paul is giving us truth that is a result of an actual experience that he had on the Damascus Road—in which the crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ encountered Him. However, Paul’s saying does not end here. He continues,
2. “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

(1) He did not come to inform—even though he did reveal the wisdom of God.

(2) He did not come to conform—to show us how to be a truly worldly person.

(3) He did not come to reform—to help us to be the best we can be.

Jesus came to save us—to transform us! Education (intelligence) is not enough to save us. We cannot do what God wants by becoming more like the world. We cannot reform ourselves and be acceptable to God. We must be transformed.
II. A FAITHFUL SAYING IS WORTHY OF ACCEPTANCE.

1. It is worthy of unqualified acceptance because of his own salvation experience.

(1) Paul describes himself as the chief of sinners.

(2) Paul pursued, tortured, and killed Christians.

(3) Paul saw his conversion as an example of God’s great salvation.

If God can forgive and accept a persecutor and killer of Christians, God can save anyone. If he can save the chief of sinners, He can save you. No one is so evil that God cannot save him or her.
2. It is worthy of your unqualified acceptance because of the great grace of God.

(1) God’s great grace is sufficient to forgive your sins.

(2) God’s great grace is sufficient to accept you as His child.

(3) God’s great grace is sufficient to admit you into His heavenly home.

Without the great grace of God, we become our own worst enemies. Paul describes people who do not experience God’s salvation in Jesus Christ as “those that oppose themselves” (2 Timothy 2:25). Through faith in Christ, He becomes our very best Friend. God’s grace is sufficient for our every need.
CONCLUSION


Paul gives us a trustworthy saying which, if accepted and acted upon, gives us hope for life in the here and now and for all eternity. Jesus came into the world to save sinners! Have you asked Him to become your Savior and Lord? If not, why not do so today?
“God’s grace is enough for me! God’s grace is enough for me!

What more could I need from sin to be free? His grace is enough for me.”
